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advantage, or disadvantage, of being brought
up solely in his own country, remote from its
coasts, with no contact with the outside world,
in the days when America was still America.
He lived, and died, before the motion picture
had flickered the whole world with similarity}
and before rapid transport had enabled every
country to live on the tourists of all the others.
*
His childhood was spent in an isolation from
the outside world now beyond all conception.
Nor was the isolation much relieved by mental
contact. Like Shakespeare and Dickens, young
Sam Clemens had little school and no college.
He thus acquired that peculiar sharpness of
mind which comes from not going to school,
and that power of independent thought ob-
tained by not entering college. It was this
youthful setting which enabled him to become
what he was.
Here are some of the essential facts about
his early life which need to be mentioned even
in a biography.
Samuel Langhorne Clemens was born on the
thirtieth of November in 1835 in a frontier
settlement which he himself called the * almost
invisible village of Florida, Monroe County,
Missouri.' His father and mother were people
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